Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.094; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.7.
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 17 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1999 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1999); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
In recent years, Schiff base complexes with metals have generated a wide interest because they possess a large spectrum of biological, pharmaceutical and catalytic properties, such as antitumor and antioxidative activities, as well as the inhibition of lipid peroxidation, among others (Harrop et al., 2003; Yu et al., 1993; Wu et al., 1993) . The Schiff bases derived from 4-acyl-5-pyrazolones and their metal complexes have also been widely studied for their high antibacterial activity (Li et al., 1997 (Li et al., , 2004 . In this paper, we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, (I), containing a β-ketoamine ligand with organic chlorine, based on a pyrazolone derivative.
The molecular structure of (I) reveals a neutral centrosymmetric mononuclear complex, with the asymmetric unit comprising a half molecule (Fig. 1) Intermolecular hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules together, forming a two-dimensional network (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
A mixture of Ni(OAc) 2 .4H 2 O (24.8 mg, 0.10 mmol), 4(Z)-4-((4-chlorophenyl)(hydroxy)methylene)-3-methyl-1-phenyl-1H-pyrazol-5(4H)-one (62.6 mg, 0.20 mmol) and methanol (12 ml) was heated at 433 K for 2 days in a sealed Teflon-lined stainless steel vessel (20 mL) under autogenous pressure. After the reaction system was slowly cooled down to the room temperature, it was placed to stand at room temperature for a period of four weeks, affording green block crystals in 60% yield.
Refinement
Although all H atoms were visible in difference maps, they were placed in geometrically calculated positions, with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.96 Å, and O-H = 0.85 Å. Isotropic displacement parameters were calculated as U iso (H)=1.2 or 1.5U eq (carrier atom).
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Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with anisotropic displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30° probability level. [Symmetry code:(i)1-x,-y,-z.] Fig. 2 . The two-dimensional supra-molecular network of (I) produced by the inter-molecular O-H···N weak hydrogen-bonding interactions.
O,O']bis(methanol-κO)nickel(II)
Crystal data 
